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WEATHER MODIFICATION ASSOCIATION (WAA) POSITION STATEMENT ON
THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF USING SILVER 10DIDE AS A CLOUD
SEEDING AGENT
JULY 2009
The Weather Modification Association (WHIA) is occasionally asked to comment on

questions regarding the environmental effects of silver iodide aerosols used in clound seeding,
which inchade silver 1odide aerosol complexes such as silver iodide-silver chlonde. Silver iodide
is the primary conmponent of silver iodide-based ice-nucleating complexes used in cloud seeding,
and all these complexes will be referred to as silver odide (AgT) in this statement. The published
scientific literature clearly shows ne emndronmenially harmful effects ansing from cloud seeding
with silver iodide aerosols have been observed; nor would they be expected to occur. Based on
thas work, the WMA finds that silver 1odide 15 envirommentally safe as it 15 currently being

dispensed during cloud seeding programs.
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The toxicology of silver iodide in relation to its
use as a cloud seeding agent

P. L. Kempster

Toxicity to animals

Terrestrial animals also have a low susceptibility to silver toxicity. Direct toxicity tests

with silver iodide have been done on animals : Sheep fed with forage containing 1 300 ug.kg'1

Agl for 3 months showed no evidence of silver toxicity or accumulation of silver in the tissues
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