
Pyeongjineumjeon [평진음전 平珍音典]

A government office of Silla, reportedly 
renamed Sogung (소궁 埽宮)  under 
Gyeongdeok. Given that the Saotai (埽臺) 
of China was an agency charged with 
the management of embankments, some 
have surmised that the Pyeongjineumjeon 
monitored water levels.

River Drum [하고 河鼓]

River Drum makes up part of the 9th 
Mansion Ox (우수 牛宿), and consists of 3 
stars. The largest star of the three is Altair 
on the Western constellation Aquila.

Sabeol County [사벌군 沙伐郡] 

Its estimated location is near modern 
Sangju, North Gyeongsang Province, 
the seat of the ancient nation of Sabeol 
(沙伐國).

Sabi [사비 泗沘] 

Third capital of Baekje, located in modern 
Buyeo, South Chungcheong Province.

Sabi River [사비하 泗沘河] 

A river in Sabi (Buyeo), the capital of 
Baekje. Its modern counterpart is the 
Geum River.

Samnang-sa Temple [삼랑사 三郞寺] 

This temple was located on the banks 
of the Seocheon, Seonggeon-dong, 
Gyeongju. Only one of the original banner 
posts remains on the grounds.

sand rain [우토 雨土]

Asian Dust (hwangsa) originating in the 
dry areas of Mongolia and China. Heukbi 
(흙비 sand rain) was the old Korean term 
for Asian Dust.

Sankai  [삼개 三開]

This is a Chinese mathematical text whose 
content is unknown. Kai (開) refers to 
the method for deriving the n th root of a 
number.

Seonnong [선농 先農] 

Rites addressed to Divine Farmer Yandi 
(炎帝), who taught farming. 

Seowongyeong [서원경 西原京] 

This corresponds to modern Cheongju, 
North Chungcheong Province, and was 
one of the Five Secondary Capitals of 
Silla.

Sin Fortress [신성 新城] 

Mt. Nam Fortress in Gyeongju. 

Singung [신궁 神宮] 

Shrine built at the birth site of Silla 
founder Bak Hyeokkeose.

Sky Dog [천구(성) 天狗(星)] 

Stands for a fallen meteorite.

Soburi County [소부리군 所夫里郡] 

Now Buyeo-eup, Buyeo County, South 
Chungcheong Province.

solar eclipse [일식 日食] 

This phenomenon refers to the moon 
blocking the sun. In traditional society, 
including the Three Kingdoms, i t 
symbolized admonishment from heaven, 
and was inextricably linked to the 
authority of the political ruler.  

Son of Concubine [서자성 庶子星] 

3rd star in the Arctic Pentad (北極五星) in 
the Purple Palace Enclosure. 4 of the 5 
stars making up the Arctic Pentad are on 
the Western constellation Little Bear.

Southern Dipper [남두(육성) 南斗(六星)]

The  Sou the rn  Dipper  i s  a  6 - s t a r 
constellation in the 8th Mansion Dipper 
(두수 斗宿). Its Western counterpart is 
Sagittarius.

Square Celestial Granary 
[천창 天倉, 天槍]

This constellation in the Purple Palace 
Enclosure is located near the tip of the 
handle of the Big Dipper. It corresponds to 
the Western constellation Boötes.

Stored Water [적수 積水]

Stored Water is a constellation that is 
either in the western Mansion Stomach or 
the southern Mansion Well. When paired 
with North River (head of Gemini), which 
is in the southern Mansion Well, it is 
understood as being part of Well.

Straddler [규 奎]

Straddler refers to either the 15th Mansion 
Straddler (규수 奎宿) or the Straddler 
(규 奎) constellation in that Mansion. The 
determinative star is ζ (Zeta) Andromedae. 

Suixing [세성 歲星] 

Jupiter. According to the Records of the 
Grand Historian, it stands for the eastern 
cardinal point, wood, the spring season, 
and the Celestial Stems (천간 天干) jia (갑 

甲) and yi (을 乙).  

Sungnyejeon [숭례전 崇禮殿]

This building on the royal palace grounds 
in the capital [Gyeongju] was used to 
receive or entertain envoys.

Sun-Moon Rites [일월제 日月祭] 

National rites held to the sun and the moon 
in the Silla Dynasty. 

Supreme Palace (Enclosure) 
[태미(원) 太微(垣)] 

The Supreme Palace Enclosure is the 
upper Enclosure, south of the Big Dipper, 
and north of the Mansions Star (성 星), 
Spread (장 張), Wing (익 翼), and Axletree 
(진 軫). It encompasses parts of the 
Western constellations Virgo, Great Bear, 
and Leo.

Taibai/Taebaek [태백 太白] 

Venus. According to the Records of the 
Grand Historian, it stands for the western 
cardinal point, metal, the autumn season, 
and the Celestial Stems (천간 天干) 
geng (경 庚) and xin (신 辛). Venus was 
called “Taebaek” in the evening, and 
“Gyemyeong (계명 啓明)” at dawn.
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Tomb of King Jinpyeong 
[진평왕릉 眞平王陵] 

Located  in  modern  Bomun-dong, 
Gyeongju, the tomb has been designated 
Historical Site No. 180.

Triaster [삼 參]

Refers  to  ei ther  the 21 st Mansion 
Triaster (삼수 參宿) or the Triaster (삼 

參) constellation in that Mansion. The 
determinative star is ζ (Zeta) Orionis.

Udu County [우두군 牛頭郡] 

Renamed Usu Province (우수주 牛首州) 

in 637 (6th year of Queen Seondeok), it 
was near modern Chuncheon, Gangwon 
Province.

Uncle Wind [풍백 風伯]

Uncle Wind was presumably the deity 
or shaman governing the wind. In Silla, 
rituals were held on a national scale to 
Master Rain, Master Cloud, and Uncle 
Wind. 

Ungcheon Province [웅천주 熊川州]

Now Gongju, South Chungcheong 
Province.

Ungjin [웅진 熊津] 

Baekje’s second capital. Now Gongju, 
South Chungcheong Province. 

Wangheung-sa Temple [왕흥사 王興寺]

This temple was located in Gyuam-myeon, 
Buyeo County, South Chungcheong 
Province. King Wideok of Baekje founded 
the temple in 577 in the memory of his 
late son. 

Wang Liang [왕량 王良] 

Wang Liang is part of the 15th Mansion 
Straddler, and makes up part of the 
w - s h a p e d  We s t e r n  c o n s t e l l a t i o n 
Cassiopeia.  

wicked star [요성 妖星] 

A comet or pae star, reportedly bad omens. 
Refers to a particularly large meteor. 

Wing [익 翼]

This refers to either the 27th Mansion Wing 
(익수 翼宿) or the Wing (익 翼) constellation 
in that Mansion. The determinative star is 
α Crateris. 

winged locusts [비황 飛蝗]

Flock of grasshoppers that originate in 
the continental plains and move in large 
enough swarms to cover the sky.

Yeongmyo-sa Temple [영묘사 靈廟寺]

This temple was located in modern 
Seonggeon-dong, Gyeongju.

Yinghuo [형혹 熒惑] 

Mars. According to the Records of the 
Grand Historian, it stands for the southern 
cardinal point, fire, the summer season, 
and the Celestial Stems (천간 天干) bing (병 

丙) and ding (정 丁). 

Zhengshuo [정삭 正朔] 

Zhengshuo (정삭 正朔) refers to the first 
day of the first lunar month, also came to 
denote the calendar.

Zhenxing [진성 鎭星] 

Saturn. According to the Records of the 
Grand Historian, it stands for the central 
cardinal point, earth, late summer, and the 
Celestial Stems (천간 天干) wu (무 戊) and 
ji (기 己). 

Zhinü [직녀성 織女星]

Zhinü is in the 9th Mansion Ox (우 宿). Its 
counterpart in Western astronomy is α 
Lyrae.

Zhuijing  [철경 綴經]

Also called Zhuishu (철술 綴術), this is 
a book about astronomical calculations 
by Zu Chongzhi (祖沖之) of the Liu Song 
(劉宋) Dynasty from the Northern and 
Southern Dynasties period. 
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Waterspout (Jeodong-ri, Ulleung-eup, Ulleung County, North 
Gyeongsang Province. Selected for exhibit in the 2009 KMA 
Photography Contest) A whirlwind formed by a powerful updraft 
may look like a dragon rising to the sky. Multiple waterspouts 
may occasionally appear together. 
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